
Nomination Bios for Summer MichMatist: 

 

Julianna Wostyn – St. Clair County – President  

When elected to the Board in 2008, I quickly realized that MSNS had no future plan:  
- We operated convention to convention; 
- Our web-site and Bylaws were outdated; 
- Education was stagnant; 
- We had no effective policy manual for organizational guidance; 
- Governance was outdated with authority concentrated in one individual who could 

only be replaced by a super-majority of the Board. 
 
As President I have worked with experienced individuals to achieve the following progress: 

- Amend the MSNS Bylaws to ensure good governance; 
- Redesign our web-site; 
- Update communications to modern technology; 
- Expand advertising with targeted promotion; 
- Redesigned our 2013 Fall Convention floor plan; 
- Partnered with ANA to bring their Roadshow to display the 1804 Dollar and the 1913 Nickel at our 

2014 Fall Convention; 
- Invited ANA Chief Judge Joseph Boling as our Chief Judge for our Fall Convention and to give a 

seminar on Judging.     
 
My Future MSNS Goals:  

- Hold a mini-convention/educational seminar in west Michigan;  
- Complete our policy manual; 
- Reach YNs through technology and new education programs; 
- Continue and expand the “Michmatist”. 

 
I have worked hard to move MSNS into the future. Please re-elect me so I can continue my efforts to 
rejuvenate MSNS.   

 

Joe LeBlanc – Wayne County - President  

Joe LeBlanc, 51, collector and numismatist since his teen years. Served almost 10 years 
as Secretary-Treasurer of MSNS Also served as a Governor, 2nd VP, and Business 
Manager. Co-chairs our YN program. Past recipient of MSNS's highest award, the Hatie 
Memorial, and an ANA Presidential Award. LeBlanc has authored articles on Michigan 
numismatics. Started and coordinates the Christian Worship Service at MSNS 
conventions. Joined in 1977. 

I am honored at the opportunity to run for MSNS President, and if elected will serve you, the membership, 
to the fullest extent. My experience at MSNS brings invaluable knowledge. 

I want what is best for MSNS. Our club is made up of collectors and dealers. I relate to both, I am a 
collector, and I am a self employed businessman in the technology field. My beliefs and goals are too large 
for the space limits of this biography, so please see my paid advertisements elsewhere.  

If you do not plan on voting for me, please call me (734) 216-1004 or email JHL@MICHSOFT.COM. I'll bet 
I can change your mind. 

Please help me help MSNS, with your vote, we can do it! I'll do my best for you. 

 

   

mailto:JHL@MICHSOFT.COM


      Al Bobrofsky – Calhoun County – Vice President 

Life member MSNS, ANA 
                Honorary life member MSNS, Battle Creek Coin Club, Kalamazoo Numismatic Club 

Member Central States Numismatic Society 
President MSNS, Battle Creek Coin Club, Kalamazoo Numismatic Club 

MSNS - Vice President, Treasurer, Director 
50+ years Member ANA, MSNS, BCCC, KNC 

Collector for over 65 years 
Have largest candy money collection in world - displayed at ANA, CSNS, and International Show 

Exhibited at: ANA - first place and people's choice awards 
Central States - first place and best-of-show awards 

MSNS - first place and non-competitive 
 
Will continue to work for MSNS and its members as vice-president to finalize by-laws revisions and policy 
manual. Also complete the convention manual. Work to enhance both spring and fall conventions. Look 
forward to serving MSNS as an elective position for the next two years before turning my position over to a 
younger member. I have served MSNS in some capacity from 1959 to 1967 and from 1978 until now, and it 
has been a great ride. To the hundreds of wonderful people that I have met through this wonderful hobby – 
numismatics – thank you for being my friends and fellow collectors. The MSNS family is the best around - 
Period! 
  

Chuck Sharpe – Oakland County – Director  

It has been my pleasure to serve on the 2013-2014 Board. 

Under the leadership of President Wostyn we now have convention dates reaching out to 
2017, an upcoming fall convention that will blow your sock off -- a major name auction lot 
viewing and the awesome ANA 1804 bust dollar and 1913 Liberty nickel will be on display 
and talks are underway to co-host a mini convention in Western Michigan, just to highlight 

a few of this board’s accomplishments. 

As a dealer of some 55 years I promise to look out for the interests of dealers and collectors alike and 
would appreciate your support for one more term as a Director. 

Respectfully, Chuck Sharpe - Highland, MI 

 

Brett Irick – Wayne County – Director 

Numismatics has been a lifetime passion and journey, now spanning 40+ years.  If elected, 
I will be able to continue to directly contribute my experience and hard work, as a returning 
director, to help further strengthen the MSNS.  

Volunteerism and hobby leadership are important in my numismatic life.  Current positions 
include Director Royal Canadian Numismatic Association (RCNA) including Club Services 

Chair, Governor Central States Numismatic Society, President Windsor (Ontario, Canada) Coin Club and 
Treasurer Polish-American Numismatic Society.  As President, Windsor Coin Club won the Louise Graham 
Canadian Coin Club of the Year Award the past two years.  Our club then put together a talk, “Building a 
Better Club”, that was presented at the CSNS and RCNA Conventions. Life achievements include an ANA 
Presidential Award, Fellow of the Ontario Numismatic Association (ONA), and Best of Show exhibit awards 
from ANA, CSNS, MSNS and ONA.  In the past year, I have given seven talks on four topics, chaired two 
100 table club shows, entered and judged exhibits at four conventions and was Chairman for the 2014 
ONA Convention. 

Also a passionate engineer, I am the Engineering Manager of a Ford Motor Company plant in Dearborn, 
Michigan. 

 



Bill Anderson – Jackson County – Director  

As a collector for over 55 years I am pleased to stand for re-election as a Director of the 
Michigan State numismatic society.  In addition to MSNS I am a member of the American 
Numismatic Association, Early American Coppers, Central States Numismatic Society, 
Civil War Token Society, Collectors Society, Jackson Area Coin Club, and 
Numissociety.com.  I am the founding President of the Jackson Area Coin Club. 

As a Director of the MSNS I would strive to represent the collector members, and give 
voice to their needs and desires of their state organization.  Having retired from full time employment I 
would be able to dedicate the time and effort necessary to participate in MSNS activities.  My business 
background and past experiences in industry trade associations lead me to value the benefit of working 
together to accomplish common goals in all endeavors.  I would bring this approach to the duties of a 
Michigan State Numismatic Society Director. 

 

Dr. John Chirco – Ottawa County – Director  

I’m pleased to accept your MSNS Director nomination representing West Michigan’s 
Ottawa County.  I’m in my sixth year as MSNS Director, and am very proud of the direction 
this board has taken to improve the organizational structure and quality of services for 
members and dealers alike.  It is exciting to be a part of this dynamic growth spearheaded 
by our current President.  From her leadership I have been appointed to serve as 
chairperson of both sponsorship and publicity committees.  These committees have been 

very proactive in terms of organization, structure and accomplishments.  The sponsorship committee, 
during its brief tenure, has raised more than $12,000 for support of MSNS programs and services.  The 
publicity committee has been successful in organizing this lengthy and complicated service.  Advertising 
funds are spent wisely and very effectively.  MSNS now reaches more households and dealers announcing 
our shows and services.  My additional services to our hobby include teaching numismatic classes to 
youth, serving as Grand Rapids Coin Club governor, writing the club newsletter and successfully promoting 
MSNS seeking new members and dealers.  I’ve also assisted re-writing the MSNS bylaws and 
currently work on the personnel committee.  Your vote is appreciated and needed to continue this work. 

  
Andrew Blinkiewicz – Kalamazoo County – Director  

Many people in our wonderful hobby, numismatics, talk about how very few young people 
currently participate in coin collecting. I want to change this. I am a senior in high school 
and began actively collecting six years ago. I am a member of my local club, as well as 
state, regional, and national numismatic organizations. I became acquainted with MSNS 
through exhibiting. After six tries at Junior Exhibiting; I have won Junior Best of Show three 
times and added two third place awards. I currently serve on the Board of Directors for the 
Kalamazoo Numismatic Club. 

If elected to the board of MSNS I will push to make great strides in the field of Young Numismatist 
Outreach. In my opinion, MSNS can do more to cater to the next generation of collectors. Since I am still 
young, my knowledge and insight will help bring more young people into the hobby. I would push for MSNS 
to better utilize technology to stay connected with one another and become more dynamic and embrace 
technology for the good of the hobby and to share our interest in the hobby and in the future allow for 
others to find MSNS more easily.  

 

Ron Sirna – Genesee County – Director 

Numismatic accomplishments of Director Sirna are as follow: 

 Life member of ANA, MSNS, CSNS and FUN; 

 President of Flint Flying Eagle Coin Club; 



 Founder of the Toned Coin Collectors Society; 

 Active Numismatist for over 60 years; 

 Exhibited and won awards at ANA, CSNS, FUN and Long Beach (1st Place: ANA and CSNS); 

 Legal Counsel for MSNS (6 years), CSNS (3 years) and General Counsel for ANA (6 years); 

 Assisted and advised MSNS regarding Bylaws Revisions; 

 Worked with President Wostyn and MSNS board members to provide updated policies and 
procedures for good governance with a focus on what’s best for MSNS and our members. 

 

For the 2015-2016 term, I will continue working diligently with 

President Wostyn and the Board on behalf of MSNS to: 

 Expand our Fall Convention and make it a premier National Numismatic Event; 

 Obtain new Sponsors for our Conventions; 

 Improve our YN Program; 

 Complete the Bylaws revision; 

 Continue good governance policies; 

 Serve the best interests of MSNS and its members; 

 Move MSNS forward into the numismatic collecting world of the 21st Century. 

 

Please Vote for Ronald Sirna as MSNS Director. 

 

Stephen Marzilli – Eaton County – Director 

I started collecting coins when I was four years old, and still have a passion for Indian head 
pennies.  As a coin and jewelry dealer, I want to bring to the table the views from that 
perspective.  We must remember that the dealers are the life blood of this organization, and 
their representation on the Board is important to me. 

 

Tom Dombrowski – Oakland County – Director  

I am running, because I feel very strongly, the MSNS should encourage numismatic 
education and the advancement of the hobby among the youth of the State. It is imperative 
for the survival of the hobby that young people be exposed to numismatics. 

I have been an avid numismatist for over 40 years and have specialized in collecting of 
Official Inaugural Medals. Recently, I have been a guest speaker on this topic at a MSNS 

educational forum during a fall MSNS convention. 

I am a member of the MSNS, and Michigan TAMS where I serve on the Board of Directors.  I have 
participated as an exhibitor, and have served as an exhibit judge at MSNS conventions over the years.  In 
addition, I have obtained ANA certification as an exhibit judge. It has been an honor for me, to be a 
sponsor for the Juniors’ second place exhibit award for the past several years.  

I am an Attorney and believe I have a good understanding of how organizations function and what 
constitutes effective leadership. If elected to the Board of Directors, I shall strive to do my best to advance 
the goals of the Michigan Numismatic Society and the study of numismatics. 

 



Stephen Friedman – Ottawa County – Director  

It is my pleasure to accept the nomination of MSNS director. I have accomplished the 
following: 

ˑ Life member of ANA, MSNS, and Grand Rapids Coin Club for over 25 years 

ˑ Active MSNS board member for over 12 years  

ˑ Head of MSNS Dealer Committee and Auction Committee 

ˑ Active participant in Young Numismatist activities through various organizations 

ˑ Participant in MSNS discussions regarding Bylaws revisions and construction 

ˑ Along with other board members, I have provided suggestions and assisted in setting policies to 
move MSNS into the future by making responsible decisions in the past 

ˑ Participant in show venue review and hotel selection 

ˑ Actively promoted and pursued what’s best for the organization.  

For the 2015-2016 term, I plan to assist in moving MSNS forward by: 

. Revise our dealer point system. 

. Continue to listen and react as to dealers and public’s concerns. 

. Assist and expand our YN program. 

. Continue setting policies and working with colleagues for the betterment of the organization. 

. Use my experience of running the Grand Rapids Coin Show’s success to make concrete decisions 
and suggestions for our organization. 

I ask for your vote, and will do my best, to continue MSNS on the right path. I thank you for your support. 

 

Tom Klunzinger – Ingham County – Director  

Current Director. 50-year MSNS member. Former 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, 
Secretary, Editor and Business Manager. Secretary of Northwest Detroit and Lansing coin 
clubs; Vice President of Mich-TAMS. 50-year exhibitor; certified ANA Exhibit Judge since 
1973. Only person alive to have won MSNS Best-of-Show Award in each of six different 
decades. Recipient of ANA Presidential Award. Author of countless numismatic articles. 
Srong supporter of MSNS educational mission and programs. "I would appreciate your 
vote to continue with the good work of our Society - thank you!" 

 

Dave Henderson – Wayne County - Director 

Hello, my name is David Henderson and I am asking for your vote for Director on the 
Michigan State Numismatic Society’s Board of Directors. 

I am a Life member of the American Numismatic Association, Central States Numismatic 
Society, and the Michigan State Numismatic Society.  As well as life member and 
President of the Downriver Numismatic Association, Treasurer and member of Lincoln 
Coin Club, and member of the Birmingham Bloomfield Coin Club and the Northwest 

Detroit Coin Club. 

Many of you have seen me at the Michigan State Numismatic Society’s annual spring and fall conventions.  
I am a past director and have helped in various other capacities at the conventions. 

I am a lifelong collector and hobbyist.  My collection is mostly American, but I have started a token, foreign, 
and paper money collections as well. 



I am looking forward to working with the Michigan State Numismatic Society’s Board of Directors, other 
officers, and membership on making Our Club the best it can be.  Thank you, David Henderson. 

 

 

David Hartung – Ingham County – Director 

Coin collecting has been my favorite hobby since I was ten.  I worked as a page at my first 
MSNS spring show in 1992.  I began working for Liberty Coin Service in Lansing about 
1996.  I also worked part-time for the Detroit Tigers (at two spring trainings and as 
assistant clubhouse manager for the Toledo Mudhens).  I have now worked full-time at 
Liberty for almost nine years.   

As a teenager in 2000, I won the MSNS Challenge Grant to attend the ANA Summer Seminars in Colorado 
Springs, one of multiple times I have taken classes there.  At the MSNS Spring Show in Mount Pleasant, I 
served as Exhibit Chair when Frank Passic could not.  I have benefitted from several numismatic mentors 
over the years. 

At work I have a large sign that reads, “Is This Good For The Company?”  That attitude, my significant 
numismatic experience, and my youth and enthusiasm are what I can offer to MSNS members if you honor 
me with election to the Board. 

I am a life member of the ANA, CSNS, and MSNS and a long-standing member of the Lansing Coin Club. 
My collecting interests include “Sample” slabs and Chinese Silver Pandas.  


